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(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the
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	Name of Internal Auditor:
	Gill Wells
	Date of report:
	18th May 2022

	Year ending:
	31 March 2022
	Date audit carried out:
	11th May 2022


Internal audit is the periodic independent review of an authority’s internal controls resulting in an assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating procedures under the authority’s control.  Managing the authority’s internal controls should be a day-to-day function of the authority and not left for internal audit.  It would be incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of an authority in order to detect error or fraud.  This report is based on the evidence made available to me and consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below.
The authority is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion.

To the Chairman,

As part of the annual internal audit process I carried out a full examination of bookkeeping, due process, risk management, bank reconciliations, internal control and performed a detailed scan of the minutes and decisions taken by the authority from 1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022. 
During the course of the audit I asked for clarification on a number of points and issues which your Clerk, Mrs Porter, swiftly responded to and I was satisfied with the responses which ensured that the authority was operating within correct governance, accounting and audit parameters.  
The one issue I would like to raise with the Council is with regard to the authorisation of payments – Clerks / Responsible Financial Officers (RFOs) cannot propose that the Council approves the list of payments for authorisation – the role of the Clerk / RFO is to prepare and confirm that the list of payments are in order and only elected members can propose, second and vote for approval. 
This report is based on the evidence made available to me either on the website or confirmed by email. It would be incorrect to view the internal audit report as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of the council in order to detect error or fraud. Consequently, the report is limited to those matters set out above. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Council and your Clerk for managing a well run authority and I look forward to auditing Whilton Parish Council next year. 

Yours sincerely,
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Gill Wells
Internal Auditor to the Council

Thewellsclan1@googlemail.com
The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are:

	
	Year ending
31 March 2021
	Year ending
31 March 2022

	1. Balances brought forward
	11354
	17776

	2. Annual precept
	13100
	15065

	3. Total other receipts
	3652
	2546

	4. Staff costs
	4255
	4231

	5. Loan interest/capital repayments
	0
	0

	6. Total other payments
	6075
	17048

	7. Balances carried forward
	17776
	14108

	8. Total cash and investments
	17776
	14108

	9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets
	12664
	12664

	10. Total borrowings
	0
	0
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