
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 9th November 2022 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, J Hanslip, M Hampson, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 3 members of the public 
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – A Lee 
1.1 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 

2.   APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2022 – the minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by 
J Melling and all voted in favour. These will be signed and dated by the Chairman.

3.   PUBLIC TIME – Alicia Bruce (Community First Responder) - A request for a £250 donation has been received.   The fully trained volunteers support the East Midlands Ambulance Service to provide basic life support, and the cost for a full kit is £2,000, which includes a defibrillator, oxygen and monitoring kit.  £500 has been received from Buckby Feast and other PC’s have been approached for donations to assist, along with a fundraising page set up.
Sarah Bennett - Concerns were raised about the closure of the Church.  85 letters have been distributed throughout the village, with 8 responses received so far.  The Chairman will circulate this letter on the e-mail distribution list.  
4.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – No report received.
5.   THE SPINNEY – The Pre School have removed all their play equipment from The Spinney. A working party has been arranged to undertake the maintenance works identified on the latest monthly report.  There is a new Maintenance Co-Ordinator in place; Jim Thompson has kindly taken on the role.  Roy Haynes has purchased some chicken wire for the walkways to help prevent the slippery surface.
6.   VILLAGE HALL – A Gilbert has circulated the latest update to all the councillors.  There are several maintenance tasks required, and a planned review and maintenance list is being prepared. 
6.1 Village Hall Deeds – The Clerk will apply to the Land Registry for a copy of the deeds, the cost of which will be £39.90.  All voted in favour to proceed.

7.   HIGHWAYS – Dan Lister has advised that the water issue on Brington Lane has been escalated to the Flood Team (WNC); the Chairman will make contact with him again to see if any progress has been made.  There are several pot holes repairs required and gully clearing along this stretch of road.
8.   BUSINESS

8.1 Whilton Locks Gateway – The PC still await the installation of the gateway. This was paid for several months back.  Matt Clarke (WNC Highways) has advised there are supply issues and Dan Lister is now involved, the Chairman will chase for an update.
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8.2 Whilton Locks – Vehicle Activated Sign – B Lewis has met with Steve Barber (Road Safety Officer)) to discuss the project.  Various quotations were circulated to the PC showing the different types of signs available and the costs.  The preferred option would be a battery powered unit, provided by Elan City at a cost of £2,200 per sign.  This would ideally be sited before the Railway Bridge or by Cow Lane.  B Lewis is currently applying for grant funding of up to £5,000 from the Police & Crime Commissioners Office.  If successful, this would allow for two signs to be purchased.  A Section 50 licence would also need to be applied for.  All voted in favour to proceed.
8.3 Red Telephone Box – BT have advised that the telephone equipment will be removed shortly, there had been a delay with processing the adoption.  A refurbishment of the phone box will then be required and a plan for its future use agreed.
8.4 Whilton Mill – A planning application has just been received for a small hotel on the site. This will be discussed by the PC at an extraordinary meeting soon.  There are proposed improvements to the site with power connections to the marquees and caravan site, along with Classic Car events being planned. The Chairman will contact the management team and ask if a sign could be erected for visitors leaving the site to advise them of the 30mph speed limit through Whilton Locks and this being a residential area.
8.5 Harry Reynolds Stone – This has been cleaned and is looking much improved.  The Clerk will contact the company that undertook the work and ask for advice on the upkeep on the stone.
8.6 Village Newsletter/Website  - The new website is looking good.  The editors are now looking to receive news articles for uploading.  Councillor’s e-mail addresses will be made available on the site, along with photos of all.  There will be a PC newsletter uploaded regularly.  There will be a headline banner for news, and links to other groups in the parish, such as Allotments and Village Hall.  Groups from Whilton Locks will be encouraged to be involved. The actual launch date is being discussed. 
8.7 Whilton Locks - Road Closure – Thursday 10th November 9:30-3:30pm – Noted 
8.8 Grant Application – South Northants Community Responders - Emergency Response Kit Funding – This item was moved to earlier in the meeting after Alicia Bruce spoke during public time.  A donation of £250 was approved by all.
8.9 Buckby Library & Hub – Update and Request for Funding – Buckby Library & Hub face two significant challenges in the forthcoming year. The biggest investment has been a part-time library manager at an annual cost of c£10k, who coordinates and develops the extensive team of volunteers from Long Buckby and neighbouring villages, and a growing programme of activities and events for local communities. 
In addition, they are actively seeking funding to cover our energy costs so that they can continue to provide a warm and welcoming public place. One of the planned projects is to provide a safe and waterproof area to park buggies and mobility scooters for our visitors, young and old. 
They are also currently planning an educational/cultural programme with Northamptonshire Adult Learning across the spectrum of our ‘customer’ base, the young working people and the retired. 
It was approved by all that a £100 donation be given from the PC.
8.10 St Andrew’s Church – As discussed in Public Time.  
8.11 Clerk’s Annual Appraisal – It was recorded that this has taken place with the Councillors and then the Clerk.  
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9.   FINANCE
The following payments were approved by all:
9.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation from September & October 2022


9.2 Accounts Paid (September to November 2022):

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary September 22


£    269.50
LGA 1972 s112



S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses September 22

£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary October 22


£    269.30
LGA 1972 s112



S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses October 22


£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

HMRC – PAYE 2022/23 Q2



£   211.91
LGA 1972 s112

Online

123 Reg – E-Mail x 1




£     43.06
LGA 1972 s111

Online

M Clements – Peppercorn Rent



£       0.05
LGA 1972 s111

Online

A Gilbert – Village Hall Survey



£      60.00
LGA1972 s133
Online

R Smith – Village Hall - TV




£    999.00     LGA1972 s133
Online

R Smith – Village Hall – Sound Bar


£    269.00     LGA1972 s133
Online

Anglian Water – Allotments July-Sept22


£      16.10     Allotment Act 











1908 

Online

N Phillips – Website Fees




£      53.95
LGA 1972 s111

9.3 Accounts to be Paid

Online

N Power – Street Lighting 
July-Sept22


£   215.00
PCA1957 s3
Online

R Haynes – Grass Mowing Expenses (Churchyard)
£     61.27
Open Spaces Act 












1906 
Online

Greener Grave Care – Reynolds Stone Cleaning
£     75.00
LGA 1972 s111

9.4 Payments Received (September to November 2022)

Nat West 
Interest 






£       6.18

WNC 

½ Year Precept 





£7,909.00

E-On 

Street Lighting Refund




£     47.61


Bank Balance (as at 31.10.2022) 

                  

Current Account 
£ 11,087.70

Reserve Account 
£ 22,791.19

10. PLANNING 


Tree Preservation Order – WND/6 2022 – Grounds of Whilton Lodge, Norton – This was fully supported by the PC.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Wednesday 11th January 2023 - 7:30pm

Meeting Closed: 9:12pm
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