

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 8th November 2023 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Phil Bignell (WNC) and Sue Porter (Clerk) 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – J Hanslip
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 13th September 2023 – It was proposed by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil
5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (P Bignell) – There has been a one day road closure arranged for Whilton Locks on 13th December to undertake some railway bridge signage. The WNC Phone App is now much improved and can be used for reporting any issues and checking waste bin collections etc.  The budget planning is underway for 2024/25.
6. THE SPINNEY – There have been some questions raised as to who has the ownership of The Spinney boundaries.  This will need to be checked with the Land Registry.  The chicken wire on the bridges needs replacing as these are getting slippery.  It is being considered that the noticeboard be moved to an alternative location as it is currently not really being used.  There is currently no development plan planned for The Spinney.

7. VILLAGE HALL – The recent update has been circulated by A Gilbert to the councillors.  The path access rights have been mentioned to the landowner and notification given that this needs to be purchased as and when available.  This will be discussed further at the next Village Hall meeting.  
7.1 Title Deeds – The quote from the Solicitor (Wilson Browne) was discussed for the Voluntary First Registration, and this comes in at around £1,000 plus VAT and disbursements.  There are several items that needs considering which include the rights of way and the drainage, with the neighbouring property, along with the outline plan provided.  It was approved by all that this work needs to be undertaken.
8. HIGHWAYS – The recent repairs that were undertaken on the Brington Lane are very substandard, even after the road was closed for several days.  At the A5 crossroads, following a replacement Give Way sign being installed, the grass verge has been left in a bad state.  Phil Bignell has agreed to investigate both these issues.
The water flowing onto Brington Lane has been passed to Anglian Water, however still no action has been taken; therefore the problem will be directed back to Highways.
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Planning Application DA/2020/0100 – Land to NE Daventry – The PC will submit comments to the large development which is being considered:

The PC support the developments and changes to the traffic flow with the introduction of the roundabout on the A5 at the Long Buckby junction and the closing of the Norton Road through Norton with an alternative route away from the Whilton Locks Junction on the A5, however need to be assured that these changes will encourage a reduction in volume and speed of traffic through Whilton Locks which currently has become a 'Rat Run' for traffic between Daventry and Northampton.
Further consideration needs to be given to a range of 'Traffic Calming' measures in Whilton Locks to protect both residents and visitors to the various businesses growing up either side of the main road which includes a Garden Centre, Carpet warehouse, Waterways Leisure Activities and New Business premises currently being built.  There is no safe way to cross this road due to speeding traffic and volume.

The 2023 data files from the VAS devices and the traffic survey from 2022 were also submitted as evidence of the problem.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments (J Melling and A Gilbert declare an interest)
Annual Rents Review – It was agreed by all that the rents will remain the same for 2024.
Tree & Hedge Maintenance – Two quotes have been received to undertake the tree and hedge maintenance.  It was agreed that the quote for £495.00 from Harry Mockett be approved.  Proposed by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour.  The Clerk will contact Harry Mockett to arrange a date for the works.
9.2 Conclusion of the External Audit 2022/23 – This was noted by the PC, and that no matters of concern were raised.
9.3 Speed Monitoring through Whilton Locks – B Lewis would like to apply for another grant from the Police & Crime Commissioners Fund.  This would be to fund another VAS and post at the location of Spotted Cow Lane in Whilton Locks.  A quote has been received for the sum of £2,250 for the VAS and £1094 for the post, excluding VAT.  All voted in favour for B Lewis to proceed with the grant application.
9.4 Lorries unloading on the A5 side of the Railway Bridge - Consideration of “No Unloading Signs” – The PC need to apply to the Regulations Team to request a Traffic Order and Signage at this location. The Clerk will forward the form to B Lewis to complete.
9.5 Plans for the old Anglian Sewage Works at Whilton Locks – 3.5 acres are for sale, and there are some concerns raised by B Lewis over what this site could become.  
9.6 Advertising both Parish Business and Village Hall information in Whilton Locks - Additional Notice Boards Required – The noticeboard at the Locks was discussed and it was agreed that the current one is in need of replacement, and sited in a better location.  B Lewis will take a look at the one that is currently in The Spinney and see if this could be refurbished and moved to the Locks.
9.7 Red Telephone Box – This is being well used as a Library.
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10.   FINANCE
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from September & October 2023

10.2 Accounts paid (September – November 2023):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary September 23
£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses September 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary October 23 

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses October 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
M Clements

Peppercorn Rent 


£       0.05
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
PKF Littlejohn
External Audit 2022-23

£   252.00
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
S Porter       

123 Reg – E-Mail


£     43.06
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
Anglian Water
Allotments 



£     45.06
SHAA 1908 

Online 
Roy Haynes

Grass Mowing 2023


£     64.20
Open Spaces 












Act 1906 

Online 
N Power

Street Lighting 


£   247.17
PCA1957 s3
Online 
Village Hall 

Hall Hire 



£     25.00
LGA 1972 s133
Online 
HMRC


PAYE 2023/24 Q2


£   213.89
LGA 1972 s112

Online 
Paul Boor

Telephone Box 


£   155.00
LGA 1972 s111
10.3 Payments Received (September to October 2023)


Nat West 

Interest (Sept/October)

£      35.84



Village Hall

Wood Panelling Contribution
£    125.00



WNC


½ Year Precept


£ 8,106.50


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/10/2023): 
Current Account 

£   8,022.28

Reserve Account 

£ 11,013.66 

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 10th January 2024 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:45pm 
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