

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 13th September 2023 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, J Hanslip, M Hampson, A Lee, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Phil Bignell (WNC), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 1 member of the public 
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – B Lewis
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 12th July 2023 and
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Tuesday 8th August 2023 – The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – The village name signs with the new WNC crest on have been installed at Whilton and Whilton Locks, which was given good publicity as these were the first ones in the area. Two schools in Northamptonshire have been identified as having the concrete problem, along with the Derngate Theatre.  There is currently a consultation to complete on the Library services.
6. THE SPINNEY – The tree maintenance works have been undertaken, which included for an additional fallen tree.  M Hampson is continuing to work on the future vision project.
7.  VILLAGE HALL – All the major repair works have now been completed, with just the minor jobs to undertake.  The wood panelling was slightly more expensive than the original quote, however the PC will pay the invoice and the Village Hall will reimburse the additional £125.00.  The AGM is planned for the 27th September, with all invited to attend.
8. HIGHWAYS – P Bignell (WNC) advised that the water issue on Brington Lane has been passed from Highways to Anglian Water to resolve. The maintenance of the canal bridge was also referred from Highways to the Canal & River Trust.  The Clerk will report the blocked gullies and kerbside vegetation along the Brington Lane on FixmyStreet.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Red Telephone Box – The shelves are being filled with books, a feather duster is required to keep the area clear of dust and cobwebs.  The quote of £155.00 for the replacement light for the telephone sign and the adding of wax to the roof was approved by all.
A consultation has been received from WNC with regards to the removal of the public telephone kiosk at Whilton Locks.  The PC have no objections to this being removed, as the mobile phone signal has improved in the area and there have been no calls made in the past year from the phone.
9.2 Community Speedwatch Scheme – Following the Community Speedwatch at Whilton Locks, a total of 53 advisory letters were sent out. There are now other options to pursue, and this will be discussed further at the November meeting when B Lewis is in attendance.  The Police mobile speed camera van could be asked for, if there is a suitable location for this to park.  A chicane system, like in Flore, would be ideal, but this is an expensive option, and was paid for by S106 monies due to the large developments.
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9.3 Allotments – A quote will be requested from H Mockett to trim the hedges in the allotments and the large fir tree. The annual rent renewals will be discussed at the November meeting.
9.4 Wildlife Conservation Proposals – Following an e-mail received by all PC’s from Delightful Trees regarding projects such as tree planting, reintroduction of wildlife habitats etc, M Hampson will make contact to discuss plans for The Spinney.
10.   FINANCE
It was approved by all that the following accounts are all in order and can be paid:

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from July & August 2023

10.2 Accounts paid (July to September 2023):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary July 23

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses July 23

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary August 23 

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses August 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Anglian Water
Allotments 



£     50.24
SHAA 1908 
Online 
HMRC


PAYE 2023/24 Q1


£   213.66
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Arc Thermal

Village Hall – Heating 

£2,868.75 
LGA 1972 s133
Online 
Hatton TM

Gateway Installation

£   653.56
LGRA 1997 s30

Online 
Hatton TM

VAS Post



£1,288.50
LGRA 1997 s30
Online 
Harry Mockett
Tree Work - Allotments

£   375.00
SHAA 1908  
Online 
Paul Boor

Telephone Box 


£   836.44
LGA 1972 s111
10.3 Payments to be Paid:


Doug Scott 

Wall Panelling – Village Hall 
£   925.00
LGA 1972 s133


Treeworx

Spinney – Tree Maintenance 
£3,540.00
LGA 1972 s111
10.4 Payments Received (July to September 2023)



Nat West 

Interest (July/August)

£    47.48


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/08/2023): 
Current Account 

£      907.21
Reserve Account 

£ 16,977.82

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 8th November 2023 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8pm 
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