

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 12th July 2023 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, J Hanslip, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, 
R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk), Phil Bignell (WNC) and 1 member of the public
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – Nil 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 10th May 2023 and
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Tuesday 27th June 2023 – The minutes were approved by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour that these were an accurate record of the meetings and will both be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
6. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – There is to be a twice yearly magazine from West Northants Council sent to each household.  The Cabinet have recently approved the purchase of a new machine to fix pot holes to a much better standard.  The Abbey Centre in Daventry has reopened after recent flooding.  There are consultations for parishioners to complete on waste services and the closure of the many Railway Station Ticket Offices, including Long Buckby.  Phil was asked by the PC to assist with the running water issue on Brington Lane, which has been ongoing for many years.  He was also asked to investigate the delays in getting the Whilton Locks sign installed on the new gateway and to find out where the gateway is that was paid for over a year ago for the A5 end of the Locks, where the sign was removed and lost by Anglian Water.
7. THE SPINNEY 
6.1 Tree Survey Report – It has been requested that the quote from Treeworx is confirmed as still valid and a start date provided for the work to continue with the tree maintenance, as identified on the tree survey report. M Hampson is continuing to develop the long term plan for The Spinney.
8.  VILLAGE HALL – It was confirmed that B Lewis is the new Treasurer.  The new heating system is being installed on 13th/14th July. A quote has been received for the re-hanging of the panelling for £950.00.   The AGM is planned for 27th September, and an appeal for new committee members will be circulated.
7.1 Title Registration – The Solicitor will be asked what will be received for the money spent in registering the Village Hall title, will there be a plan produced detailing the boundary, along with the Rights of Way identified.
9. HIGHWAYS 
8.1 Structural integrity of the canal bridge – Whilton Locks – There are concerns with the amount of large HGV’s that travel over this bridge, with several travelling to the old sewage works. 
A structural review of the bridge will be requested to WNC Highways.
8.2 Untidy hedges/verges/ivy – Brington Lane/Manor Lane – The hedge opposite the Village Hall will be cut back by the homeowner, along with the weeding of the pavement.  Many of the village signs are overgrown with weeds and ivy, and need cutting back. B Lewis has offered to strim the grass verges in Whilton Locks to keep this area looking tidy.  
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8.3 Brington Lane – The running water damaging the Brington Lane could be due to a collapsed stone drain under the road in this area.  This will be reported to Highways.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Whilton Locks –VAS Installation – B Lewis has provided the speed data results which detail the amount of vehicles and speeds recorded for May/June 2023.  A copy of this report is attached to the minutes. 
9.2 Whilton Locks Replacement Gateway – As discussed in the WNC Report. Phil Bignell to assist.
9.3 Red Telephone Box – The cleaning has been undertaken.  There is a problem with the pigeon droppings damaging the paint work on the roof, whilst perching on the tree above.  There is a gel recommended to minimise the damage.1 light also needs replacing, at an estimated cost of £30.00.  The Whilton Village Library will be soon up and running in the Phone Box.  J Melling will sort through the current books in the Church, it was agreed to only allow novels to be dropped off, and these will be sorted in alphabetical order.  The Library will be advertised on the Whilton News, the e-mail circulation list and noticeboard. 
9.4 Community Speedwatch Scheme – The equipment has been booked for 22nd July to 19th August. The volunteers and the locations have been sorted and agreed.
9.5 Allotments – The willow tree has been pollarded in the allotments.  Some of the plot holders were not happy and would of preferred it to of been removed completely.  The decision to retain the tree was voted on by the PC at the May meeting, and advice was received from the qualified Tree Surgeon on the best way forward.
9.6 WNC – Community Governance Review - The Chairman read out the consultation details, but Whilton have no comments to make regarding the parish boundary, number of councillors, name change or merging with any neighbouring councils. The deadline to respond is 18th August.
9.7 WNC – Have your say on Waste Services consultation - This consultation will be posted on the website so residents have a chance to comment, along with circulating on the e-mail distribution list.
10.   FINANCE
M Hampson proposed that the following accounts are accepted and paid, seconded by R Smith and all voted in favour.
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from May & June 2023

10.2 Accounts paid (May to July 2023):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary May 23

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses May 23

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary June 23 

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses June 23

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 
Mr R Smith

APM Expenses
 

£     15.70
LGA 1972 s15
Online 
WNC       

Section 50 Licence


£   335.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Elan City

VAS Signs x 2


£5,553.58
LGRA 1997 s30
Online 
Mr R Smith

The Spinney - Supplies

£   186.48
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

123 Reg x 6 e-mails 

£   258.36
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

123 Reg x 1 e-mail
 

£     43.06
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Arc Thermal       
Village Hall – Heating 

£2,868.76 
LGA 1972 s112
10.3 Payments to be Paid:

Aperture 


Cleaning of Phone Box 


£    20.00
LGA 1972 s111

N Power


Street Lighting April-June23

£  232.07
PCA1957 s3 
WNC Norse


Dog Waste Bin – Annual Charge

£  380.16
HA1980 s301
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10.4 Payments Received (May to July 2023)
Nat West 


Interest (May/June)



£     42.73  

HMRC



VAT Repayment 2022-23


£1,894.93


Current Bank Balances (as of 30/06/2023): 
Current Account 

£  1,461.39

Reserve Account 

£22,930.34 

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 13th September 2023 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:49pm 
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