

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 14th May 2025 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman) and Sue Porter (Clerk) 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – B Lewis proposed that R Smith be elected as Chairman, seconded by A Lee and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2  Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – R Smith proposed that J Melling be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by A Lee and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.3  Co-Option of Parish Councillor – 1 Vacancy (Whilton Locks) – The vacancy will be advertised on the 
e-mail distribution list and posted on the noticeboards.
1.4  Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – M Hampson, A Gilbert
1.5  Review of Standing Orders – It was approved by all that these are accepted in the current form.
1.6  Review of Financial Regulations - It was approved by all that these are accepted in the current form.
1.7  Review of PC Policies & PC Risk Assessment - It was approved by all that these are accepted in the current form.  
1.8  Review of Asset Register – The VAS Signs and new bench were added to the Asset Register, along with the replacement of the two defibrillators and cabinets.
1.9  Appointment of Parish Council Representatives to roles/groups within the parish:
          
       Village Hall – A Gilbert 
       Highways – B Lewis
       Allotments – A Lee
       Defibrillators – J Melling  
       Parish Paths Warden – Richard Bunce (to be confirmed by e-mail)
       The Spinney – Jim Thompson
       Police Liaison – M Hampson
       Noticeboards – J Melling & A Lee
1.10 Appoint Internal Checker – M Hampson 
1.11 Declarations of Interest – Personal or Prejudicial – B Lewis (Village Hall) 













2. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 12th MARCH 2025 – It was proposed by R Smith that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.  The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
3. 
PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
4. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – No report provided.
5. THE SPINNEY – The next working party is arranged for Saturday 31st May at 10:30am.  An e-mail will be circulated to attract more volunteers.

6. VILLAGE HALL
6.1 Land Registration – This has now been completed.

7. HIGHWAYS – The Brington Lane water leak has been discussed with the landowners and the Chairman.  Following tests by Anglian Water it has been determined that the water is chlorinated, indicating that this is coming from a domestic supply pipe.  The Chairman will discuss with Anglian Water the way forward to resolve this ongoing issue which is damaging the road surface.
The pot hole repairs in Whilton Locks have been undertaken to a good standard, despite an obvious one being missed by the crossroads.
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8.   BUSINESS

8.1 New Defibrillators/Cabinets x 2 – These have both been installed. Many thanks were given to J Melling for sorting. Training is to be arranged in the Village Hall.  The Clerk will sort a date.
8.2 Speeding/Volume of Traffic – Whilton Locks – It was discussed about what the PC are trying to achieve with the situation.  There is already a 30mph speed limit in place, but there are still large volumes of traffic using the road.  Using data from 18 months ago, this will be compared, and B Lewis will ask for a traffic survey to be undertaken. 
8.3 Connecting Communities – Pathway from Whilton to Whilton Locks – B Lewis to contact WNC Highways.
8.4 A5 Speed Limits – The Chairman has contacted Helen Howard (WNC Highways) with regards to reducing the speed limit on the Whilton stretch of the A5 to 50mph to be in line with Long Buckby and Watford.  
8.5 WNC Annual Parish Conference – Thursday 12th June 10am-2:30pm – The Clerk will book 2 tickets for the event.























9   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by all, along with paying the Insurance renewal premium which is due on 1st June 2025, which following a review by the councillors, the policy still meets the requirements of the PC.

9.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from March & April 2025

9.2 Accounts paid (April 2025 to May 2025):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary March 25

£   324.08 
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses March 25

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 

S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary April 25 

£   324.08
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses April 25

£     32.25 
LGA 1972 s112
Online

HMRC 

PAYE 2024/25 Q4


£   161.74
LGA 1972 s112
Online 

Anglian Water

Allotments Jan-March25

£     31.09
SHHA 1908
Online

E-On 


Street Lighting Maintenance

£   132.00
PCA1957 s3
Online

HMRC 

PAYE 2024/25 Q4


£   161.74
LGA 1972 s112
Online

NCALC 

Membership/Internal Audit

£   634.80
LGA 1972 s111
Online

LB Electrical

Defibrillator Installations

£   196.00
LGA 1972 s112
9.3 Payments Received (March to May 2025)



Nat West 

Interest 



£    31.05



WNC


½ Year Precept


£9,452.50



W/Locks Carpets
Donation (Defibrillator)

£   200.00



WAG


Allotment Rents 2025


£   138.00

 


Current Bank Balances (as of 30/04/2025): 
Current Account 
£  9,582.21

Reserve Account 
£11,357.73

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 9th July 2025 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:13pm
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