

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 10th May 2023 – 7pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 3 members of the public
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – J Melling proposed that R Smith be elected as Chairman, seconded by B Lewis and all voted in favour. The Acceptance of Office was signed and dated.
1.2  Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – R Smith proposed that J Melling be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by B Lewis and all voted in favour. The Acceptance of Office was signed and dated
1.3  Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – A Gilbert, J Hanslip
1.4  Review of Standing Orders – R Smith proposed that these are adopted in the current form, seconded by J Melling, and all voted in favour.
1.5  Review of Financial Regulations R Smith proposed that these are adopted in the current form, seconded by J Melling, and all voted in favour.
1.6  Review of PC Policies & Risk Assessment - R Smith proposed that these are all adopted in the current form, seconded by J Melling, and all voted in favour.
1.7 Review of Asset Register – The Vehicle Activated Signs are to be added to the Asset Register, along with the gateways once these are installed.  The walkways in The Spinney will also be added once costings are obtained for the 75 beams.
1.8 Appointment of Parish Council Representatives to various roles/groups within the 
parish:

Village Hall – A Gilbert
Highways – J Hanslip
Allotments – A Lee
     Defibrillators – J Melling 
Parish Paths Warden – Richard Bunce
The Spinney – Jim Thompson 

Police Liaison – M Hampson
Noticeboards – J Melling and A Lee
1.9 Appoint Internal Checker – M Hampson 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 8th March 2023 and
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Monday 17th April 2023 – The minutes from the 8th March 2023 were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by 
J Melling and all voted in favour.  The minutes from the meeting held on 17th April 2023 were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by A Lee and all voted in favour.  Both sets will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – A request has been made by several of the allotment plot holders to have the willow tree removed.  Await the advice from the tree surgeon, who will be providing a quote to reduce the size.
6. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – No report received.
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7. THE SPINNEY – Jim Thompson has requested maps so that the walkways can be identified and used when repairs are required.  The necessary tree works, as identified in a previous quote, will be undertaken once the nesting season is over.
8. VILLAGE HALL – The heating system in the Village Hall is in urgent need of replacement. When the new electricity consumer unit was fitted in January, it was not compatible with the heaters, meaning very poor heating and the running of expensive supplementary heaters. Quotes have been received, and the one approved by the Management Committee is £4,780 plus VAT, this is to be provided by Arc, who comes highly recommended for the infrared heating system. 
A reliable and effective heating system is essential to enable the hire of the facility in the autumn/winter months.  It was proposed by R Smith that this be paid for by the PC, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour.  
9. HIGHWAYS – The pot holes throughout the area are still a problem, and R Smith has raised this issue with the ward councillors.  The quality control of the repairs is totally inadequate and the holes which are repaired appear to be totally at random, with other holes in the same part being left.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Whilton Locks – Solar Powered VAS Post Installation – B Lewis advised that the post for the VAS will be installed shortly, along with the new gateway.
9.2 VAS Data Collection & Analytics – B Lewis provided a demonstration of the data received from the VAS.  This shows the times, dates, average speeds, graphs and pie charts, which is very useful and informative.
9.3 Allotments – Tree Maintenance and Annual Rent Reviews – There has been a request for the willow tree to be removed, as this is casting shadows on some plots.  R Smith has suggested that the tree be reduced rather than removed but a tree surgeon will be asked to provide advice along with a quote.  The hedges along either side of the allotment also need trimming back. It was agreed that the allotment rents need to be reviewed at the November meeting.
9.4 Whilton Mill Events & Impact on local roads – An event for high performance sports cars was held over bank holiday weekend and resulted in chaos on the roads with huge queues on the A5 and excess traffic through the village. The Police had to get involved and close the access from the A5.  This annual event is now far too large for the venue and needs a much larger space like Silverstone now.  The Chairman has spoken with the Whilton Mill management and asked that the parish be advised of these types of events in the future.
9.5 Whilton Locks Replacement Gateway – There is still no update on the installation of the gateway which was paid for nearly a year ago.  Continue to chase.
9.6 Highways Potholes Repairs – Quality Checks – As discussed under the Highways update.
9.7 Red Telephone Box – The maintenance is due to be undertaken in June.  The Telephone Box could possibly be used as a Library for the future; the Chairman will check the situation with the Church, as one was previously held in there.  The Box could also display local history information.
9.8 Community Speedwatch Scheme – B Lewis has written an article for the website and newsletter for volunteers in July/August when the scheme will be operating.
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10.   FINANCE
It was proposed by M Hampson, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour to accept and pay the following accounts:

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from March & April 2023

10.2 Accounts paid (March to May 2023):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary March 23

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses March 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary April 23 

£   285.00
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses April 23

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

HMRC          

PAYE 2022-23 Q4


£   213.73
LGA 1972 s112

Online

N Power

Street Lighting Oct-Dec22

£   174.43
PCA 1957 s3

Online

Village Hall     
Hall Hire Sept22-March23

£   120.00
LGA 1972

Online

Witham Timber
Gateway Supplies


£   710.76
LGA 1972 s111

Online

B Lewis
 
Utlilities Maps


£     43.20
LGA 1972 s111

Online

Stonemasons
Allotment Wall


£5,040.00 
SHHA 1908

Online

Anglian Water 
Allotments 



£     35.60
SHHA 1908
10.3 Payments to be Paid

J Brierley 

Allotment Roses/Compost



£   145.72
SHHA 1908
Butterworth Cox
Village Hall – Roof Repairs



£1,068.00
LGA 1972 s111
N Power

Street Lighting Jan-March23


£   180.47
PCA 1957 s3
NCALC

Membership/Audit




£   522.14
LGA1972 s143
Hiscox 

Insurance 2023-24




£   785.05
LGA 1972 s111
10.4 Payments Received (March to May 2023)
Nat West 



Interest (March/April)

£     42.89

WAG




Allotment Rents 2023

£   150.00

WNC 




Litter Picking Grant 2023

£   190.92

WNC




½ Year Precept 


£8,106.50




Current Bank Balances (as of 30/04/2023): 
Current Account 
£ 12,134.78

Reserve Account 
£ 22,887.61  

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 12th July 2023 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:10pm 
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