

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 13th March 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – M Hampson, J Hanslip, A Lee, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Phil Bignell (WNC), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Acceptance of Apologies – A Gilbert, B Lewis

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 10th January 2024 – It was proposed by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – A request was made that the roadside vegetation is trimmed back beside the allotments wall.  The Chairman will add to the works being undertaken in the near future by Harry Mockett.
WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell - WNC has been informed by Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) that they will be

beginning their inspection of the Local Area SEND Partnership. The inspection process will

run for three weeks, with Ofsted and CQC looking at the full range of services for children

and young People with special educational needs and/or disabilities across West

Northamptonshire.

WNC will be coordinating and supporting a range of Community Spring Clean activities during the month, as part of the Great British Spring Clean campaign, by Keep Britain Tidy. They have litter picking equipment available to borrow, and can support groups and individuals with guidance on how to safely organise a community litter pick. They also supply sacks and will collect any rubbish that has been litter-picked afterwards.

Significant improvements to fostering services in Northamptonshire have led to their Ofsted rating rising to ‘Good’ from ‘Inadequate’ in the last 12 months. Following a week-long inspection of Northamptonshire Children’s Trust Independent Fostering Agency last month (15 to 19 January), finding that ‘since the last inspection, there have been significant improvements in how well foster carers are supported and supervised.’ Housing Allocation Work to implement the new West Northamptonshire housing allocations scheme is underway and will be completed by 8th April. 

It will replace the existing three schemes in Daventry, South Northants and Northampton, and provides a fairer, clearer and more consistent housing provision for our residents. Once the new system is in place, our Housing Team will be in touch with all existing applicants to invite them to re-apply to the new housing allocation scheme using the new online portal 

Council colleagues will soon be putting up new signs in every town and parish to support

the introduction of the WNC -wide Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO), which

encourages responsible dog ownership and bans smoking in specific open spaces. Once

signs are in place reports of breaches of the PSPO can be reported on WNC website and a breach could result in £100 fine.
5. THE SPINNEY – There have been no working parties taking place recently. The ‘keep dogs on a lead’ signs are now up.
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6. VILLAGE HALL – The end of year accounts have been completed.  The committee are looking at better frost protection and heating in the toilets.  The pop up pub will be returning soon.
7.1 Title Deeds – Registration – Wilson Browne have been assisting the committee with the land registration and proof of ownership will be required to be produced.  This may be a lengthy procedure. 
7. HIGHWAYS – There were concerns raised regarding the bridge over the canal at Whilton Locks. This bridge is the responsibility of the Canal & River Trust and is regularly inspected.
The running water from the land on Brington Lane continues to cause a problem and is affecting the road repairs which have been recently undertaken.  Phil Bignell has agreed to raise this matter with Highways again.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments 
Tree & Hedge Maintenance – This work has been delayed due to the contractor being injured. 

A visual inspection and risk assessment will be undertaken prior to any works due to nesting season.  After the work, the wood chip will be left in the road and can be collected by residents.
9.2 Whilton Locks - Notice Board – Defer to May.
9.3 Red Telephone Box – The door is continuing to cause problems with sticking, the handyman will be asked if this can be undertaken as a priority job.
9.4 Improvements to Street Furniture – Quotes
Whilton/Woolton Sign - £230.00 to refurbish the sign.  All voted in approval.
Signpost on the Green – Brington Lane - £290.00 to refurbish the sign.  All voted in approval.
Benches – The Green & Manor Lane – It was agreed that the bench on Manor Lane be refurbished but a new bench be purchased for The Green.  The Clerk will obtain costs from Glasdon.
A quote for the repairs to fingerpost sign at the top of the village will be obtained.
9.5 Demolished Whilton Locks Gateway – Following the report on Fix my Street from B Lewis, Highways now have the broken parts and will reassemble free of charge. No timescales have been given for the installation.
9.6 Purchase and Install a Second Solar Powered VAS opposite Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton Locks (Grant Funding Approved) – The grant of £1,500 from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s fund has been approved.  The order for the VAS has been placed with ElanCity.  The post will be installed by Highways.
9.7 Parking Enforcement Application at Whilton Locks for lorries unloading on the grass verges – No further action is currently required as this is being monitored.
9.8 Suggestions for a Play Area/Park for the Village – The Pre School used to use an area of The Spinney, but the constraints and costs involved with implementing any play equipment could be a problem.  The Chairman will contact the lady who enquired and explain the situation.
9.9 Website – Government domain name (gov.uk) – The councillors have parish council e-mail addresses and this is considered adequate.
9.10 Free Portrait of the King – The Clerk will apply for the free portrait, which can be hung in the Village Hall.
9.11 West Northamptonshire Local Plan - Parish Engagement - The Chairman will complete the questionnaire.  The draft local plan will soon be released for consultation but there appears to be little impact for Whilton, up to 2041, as the number of dwellings required in the area has reduced considerably to only 4,000 which will be mainly centred around Northampton.  There are no further industrial units required.
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9.12 Kier – Tree Planting Project (Pocket Woodlands) – There have been 10 trees offered, and the Chairman has suggested planting these outside the Garden Centre at Whilton Locks.  He will visit the site to gather their views.

9.13 Welcome Information Pack – This was approved by all and was agreed this could be put in the telephone box and also circulated on the e-mail distribution list.









10.   FINANCE
It was approved by all that the following accounts be paid: 
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from January & February 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (January – February 2024):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary January 24

£   290.30 
LGA 1972 s112

               
 

Clerk’s Expenses January 24
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary February 24 
£   290.10
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses December 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online

R Smith    
 
Dog Signs – The Spinney

£     11.67
LGA 1972 s111
Online

N Power    
 
Street Lighting Oct-Dec23

£   407.19
PCA1957 s3
Online

HMRC    
 
PAYE 2023/24 Q3


£   272.27 
LGA 1972 s112
10.3 Accounts to be paid:


Smith of Derby 
Church Clock – Annual Service
£   324.00    
PCA1957 s2


A Gilbert 

Snowdrops – The Spinney

£     14.97    
LGA 1972 s111


NCALC 

Planning Training (B Lewis)
£     50.40
LGA 1972 s111


WNC 


Install VAS Post 


£   746.71
LGRA 1997 s30

10.4 Payments Received (January - February 2024)



Nat West 

Interest (Jan/Feb 2024)

£     39.55


Current Bank Balances (as of 29/02/2024): 
Current Account 

£      852.37

Reserve Account 

£ 16,087.50

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 8th May 2024 – 7:30pm

Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 8th May 2024 – 6:30pm 
Meeting Closed: 8:25pm
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