

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 8th March 2023 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, J Hanslip, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, 
R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk – on Zoom due to snow), P Bignell (WNC) and 13 members of the public 
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – Nil 
1.2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


2.   APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 11th JANUARY 2023 – The minutes were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.  The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
3. GUEST – Daniel Whittemore (Director at Whilton Mill) gave a talk about the Whilton Mill Karting Venue, outlining their growth plans and how they are proposing to expand the list of available entertainment options beyond just karting and quad biking, with ideas to open a ‘Go-Ape’ ropes and adventure section and a new Climbing Wall.  There are no plans to expand the physical site.  The option to use electric karts was discussed, but wasn’t really seen as a viable option currently as the site has a number of visitors who bring their own karts, and there were very few companies and individuals who made or operate electric karts.  However, it is something that is being reviewed.  The site measures to control noise levels was also discussed, where the site has a dedicated ‘Sound Monitor’ that ensures noise levels were maintained within national limits.  He detailed that the on-site Restaurant also offered some great snacks and meals for any visitors, a fact which was endorsed by some members of the audience who had visited the site.  Daniel also answered any questions from the audience and invited anyone to come to visit the site.

4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
5. WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – Complaints were made with regards to the vast amount of pot holes in the District; the changing of the contract has not shown any improvement as yet.  The Chairman advised of the running water issue on Brington Lane, along with the problems of getting defibrillator supplies, due to a shortage of lithium available for the batteries.  This has been highlighted to Dan Lister and Chris Heaton Harris (MP).  Phil Bignell would also discuss the water issue across Brington Lane to see if any progress was being made.
6.   THE SPINNEY – The monthly Risk Assessments are being completed.  Western Power have visited after the report of branches interfering with the overhead wires, and some maintenance has been planned.  

7.   VILLAGE HALL – There is a struggle with the Management Committee, following the resignation of the Treasurer, and only 4 members remaining.  More volunteers are urgently required to enable this valuable facility to remain for the Village and the PC. There is a lot of work involved in getting the administration and health & safety right as well as all the maintenance to the building and the running of events, such as the Quiz Nights and Pop Up Pub sessions.

8.   HIGHWAYS – No update has been received from Dan Lister with regards to the Brington Lane issue, so this running water from the field remains a problem.
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9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Whilton Locks Gateway

9.1.1 Western Approach to Whilton Locks from A5 – The gateway installation has been delayed; the reason has been due to the change of Highway Contractors.  This is now hopefully scheduled in for April 2023.  
9.1.2 Eastern Approach to Whilton Locks from Whilton - It was agreed that another gateway be considered for the Whilton side of the Locks.  B Lewis has obtained some costings for this to be 
undertaken; obtaining the materials from a local agricultural supplier and Hatton Traffic Management can install; they are also installing the new post for the Vehicle Activated Sign.  The sum of £2,500 was approved by all for this project.
9.2 VAS at Whilton Locks - The first Vehicle Activated Sign has been installed and is working well.  The second one will be fitted soon at the Whilton village side of Whilton Locks..

9.3 Red Telephone Box – A quote has been circulated for the refurbishment of the telephone box, this can be undertaken for the sum of £688.44 by Paul’s Handy Van. Proposed by R Smith, seconded by J Hanslip and all voted in favour.  Once the works are completed, ideas for the usage can be agreed.
9.4 Allotment Wall – Two quotes were received to undertake the repair works, it was agreed that the quote from Northampton Stonemasons be approved for the sum of £4,200.  All voted in favour, the works will commence on Monday 13th March, with minimum disruption expected for the residents, although they will be notified on the e-mail circulation list.  
9.5 Anglian Water Substation – Brington Lane – This has now been repaired.
9.6 WNC - No Mow May – This scheme will be circulated on the e-mail distribution list to encourage residents to take part.
9.7 Community Speed Watch Scheme – The equipment will be loaned to the PC from 22nd July to 19th August 2023.  Volunteers will need to be recruited and the locations agreed.
9.8 Arrival of a number of caravans and containers on agricultural land opposite Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton Locks - It is unclear as to why these had been moved into this location.  B Lewis offered to meet with the site owners to determine what was happening.

10.   FINANCE
It was approved by all that the following accounts be paid:

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation from January & February 2023


10.2 Accounts Paid (January to March 2023):

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary January 23


£   284.80
LGA 1972 s112


S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses January 23


£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary February 23


£   285.00  
LGA 1972 s112



S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses February 23

£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

Anglian Water – Allotments



£     34.03  
SHAA1908 ss23
Online

HMRC – PAYE 2022/23 Q3



£   231.89  
LGA 1972 s112
Online

Worster Electrical – Village Hall



£1,820.97
LGA1972 s133
Online

Smith of Derby – Church Clock Service


£   294.00  
PCA1957 s2
Online

Mr R Smith – Defibrillator Supplies 


£   152.09  
LGA 1972 s111
Online

Northants Plumbing & Heating – Village Hall

£   348.00  
LGA1972 s133
10.3 Accounts to be Paid
N Power
Street Lighting Oct-Dec22




£   174.43
PCA1957 s3
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10.4 Payments Received (January to March 2023)

Nat West 
Interest (Jan & Feb 2023)




£     32.98
Police Grant 
VAS Project – Whilton Locks



£5,000.00

Clancy 
Whilton Locks Sign 





£   868.70


Bank Balance (as at 28.02.2023) 

                  

Current Account 
£  5,631.08

Reserve Account 
£27,844.72  
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Wednesday 10th May 2023 - 7:30pm

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 6:30pm

Meeting Closed: 9:10pm
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