

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 11th January 2023 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, J Hanslip, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, 
R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 1 member of the public 
1.   OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – Nil 
1.2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


2.   APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2022 and the EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on MONDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2022 – These minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour.  The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.

3.   PUBLIC TIME –  Nil
4.  WEST UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT - No report provided.
5.   THE SPINNEY 
5.1 Tree Clearance from Power Lines – The Clerk will contact Western Power to advise of the tree clearance needed from the power lines.
5.2 Boardwalk Safety – The boardwalk along the Right of Way, which is the responsibility of WNC, over the bridge into the field is very slippery and is need of attention. The Clerk will notify WNC and copy in Richard Bunce for information. The offer will be made to WNC of the working party laying some chicken wire, this being subject to their approval, with the costs reclaimed. A working party is taking place on 12th January and the tree maintenance works will be discussed.
6.   VILLAGE HALL 
6.1 Land Registration – A copy of the Trust Deed is required to enable the Land Registration to take place.  A recent enquiry to the Land Registry shows that this land is not registered.  A quote from Wilson Browne has been received to carry out this work for £750.00. The Clerk will ask the Solicitors on advice on proceeding with this, without a legible copy of Trust Deed.
6.2 Maintenance & Repairs – The Village Hall Committee have requested help with funds to repair and maintain the facility. For the electrical works, roof repairs, new water heater and replacement of the wood panelling, a figure of £3,500 has been suggested. R Smith proposed that this money is spent from the CIL monies received in 2022, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.

7.   HIGHWAYS 

7.1 Brington Lane – Following an update received from Dan Lister (WNC), Highways have stated that repairs will not be undertaken as there is no pavement along the Lane. This water is from a natural spring which the landowner is diverting off the land and into the Lane. The Chairman will now make contact with Nick Henstock (Assistant Director for Highways and Transport), and update him on the history of this and ask that he helps provide a resolution, as this problem has been ongoing since 2015.
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8.   BUSINESS

8.1 Whilton Locks Gateway – The installation is now expected in April 2023, as advised by Dan Lister.  The Clerk will chase up the payment due from Anglian Water, who lost the original sign. An idea was suggested that on the approach to Whilton Locks that signs are erected on the 30mph signs stating “Whilton Locks – Please drive slowly”.  B Lewis will also obtain a quote for installing a gateway from the Whilton end of the Locks.
8.2 Village Website  - The new website is now up and running.  The Chairman has submitted the latest PC newsletter article.  The submission dates have been received for 2023.
8.3 Adoption of Red Telephone Box – The adoption has been completed and the BT equipment removed.  The Phone Box is now in need of refurbishment, the parts are available to buy online. 
A Gilbert will obtain a quote from the village handyman. Once these works are completed, then ideas for the future use can be discussed.
8.4 Community Speedwatch 2023 – B Lewis confirmed that the PC have agreed to take part in the programme for 2023.  A request for volunteers will be circulated.
8.5 WNC - Draft Budget 2023/24 Consultation – The online consultation is running until 31st January 2023. 
8.6 Allotment Wall – Part of the wall (6ft) has collapsed into Main Street, and this leaves a stretch of around 24ft to be assessed. The PC are awaiting quotes to be received so that the remedial works can be discussed.
8.7 Review Areas of Responsibility (Councillors) – Following the recent co-option, it was proposed by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour that B Lewis be appointed as Community Speedwatch and VAS Signs representative.
8.8 VAS at Whilton Locks - Update on funding and Section 50 Permission – The grant funding has been approved from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office, and the £5,000 is expected to be paid into the PC bank account very shortly.  The equipment can then be ordered.  The Section 50 licence is to be signed, witnessed and returned.  The cost of this has risen from £335 to £349 as a new post needs to be erected for a solar operated VAS.
8.9 Managing the volume of traffic through linear villages from Daventry to Northampton due to increased house building – A discussion was held as to the effect on the villages and the increase in traffic due to the large developments in Daventry and Duston.  Norton will become a “no through village” which will prevent problems, as the A5 road layout will be changed with the installation of a roundabout further down.  The increase in traffic through Nobottle and Whilton Locks from Duston needs to be addressed, and conversations held, regarding what plans are in place to mitigate the volume and speed of traffic.  The Chairman will speak with Dan Lister (WNC).
8.10 Anglian Water Substation – Brington Lane – The fence is in need of removing or replacing at the Substation.  The Clerk will make contact with Anglian Water.
8.11 Budget Proposals for 2023/24 – The budget figures have been circulated to all and the costings discussed, along with the allocation of the CIL monies.   Large projects to be considered are the Village Hall, The Spinney and the Allotment Wall.  It was agreed that a 2.5% increase be applied for 2023/24, to allow for the increase in expenditure, but to also use some of the CIL and reserves, so that the increase is not too great for the parishioners.
8.12 Approve Precept Figure for 2023/24 – R Smith proposed that a 2.5% increase to be added to the precept for 2023/24, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour. Therefore, Whilton Parish Council do precept upon West Northants Council the total sum of £16,213 for 2023/24.  This will be payable in two instalments, April and September 2023.
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9.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour:

9.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation from November & December 2022

9.2 Accounts Paid (November 2022 to January 2023):

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary November 22


£  414.42
LGA 1972 s112


S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses November 22

£    18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online

S Porter – Clerk’s Salary December 22


£  285.00  
LGA 1972 s112



S Porter – Clerk’s Expenses December 22

£    53.94
LGA 1972 s112
R Haynes
Chicken Wire – The Spinney



£    36.72
LGA 1972 s111

Worster Elec
Village Hall 






£  229.20       LGA1972 s133
R Smith 
TV Installation – Village Hall



£  300.00 
LGA1972 s133
R Smith 
Website






£  115.06 
LGA 1972 s111

R Smith 
Cable & Mouse – Village Hall



£    27.98 
LGA1972 s133
9.3 Accounts to be Paid
NCALC 
VAT Recovery 





£    39.00      LGA 1972 s111
WNC

Section 50 Licence (Whilton Locks)


£  349.00      LGRA 1997 s30

Community Responders 
Grant for Emergency Response Kit
£  250.00      LGA 1972 s111

Buckby Library & Hub
Grant 
for 2022/23



£  100.00      LGA 1972 s111

9.4 Payments Received (November 2022 to January 2023)

Nat West 
Interest (Nov & Dec 2022)




£    32.95      


Bank Balance (as at 31.12.2022) 

                  

Current Account 
£   8,987.16 

Reserve Account 
£ 22,811.74 

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Wednesday 8th March 2023 - 7:30pm
Meeting Closed 9:30pm
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