

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 10th January 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Phil Bignell (WNC) and Sue Porter (Clerk) 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  Acceptance of Apologies – M Hampson, J Hanslip
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 8th November 2023 

4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell - Flooding – Because of storm Hawk the agencies have been very active over the last few days. Kier have attended 245 incidents across the area relating to roads and trees. They also co-ordinated the evacuation of 2,300 people at Billing Aquadrome.

Consultation season – There are numerous consultations currently in progress and would encourage individual Councillors to have their say:

Budget for 2024/5 – this is open until 23rd Jan before final budget goes to Cabinet 22nd Feb.

E Scooters – a controversial trial of these in Northampton is due to come to end in May. Seeking advice of how to go forward by this Thursday.

Review of Parish arrangements – again a chance to have your say on the range of proposals on

the table, ranging from boundaries, number of councillors and dissolving parish meetings.

A new online directory of services for children and young people in WN with special educational

needs and disabilities (SEND) has been launched. The local offer website is a user friendly online

platform that brings together a range of information about services available. There is also

communities online in Instagram, Facebook and X.

A new draft policy for Taxi services will be considered this week to protect taxi and private hire

passengers. This draft policy has already been through extensive consultation and should ensure

passengers have a positive experience. In addition to this Taxi Marshalls patrol taxi rank in

Northampton at weekends, to again ensure safety of passengers.

The Pothole Pro machine which was acquired by WNC has recently entered service.

This machine supplied by JCB is designed to repair potholes in 8 mins and will be used on roads

in WNC. Its design delivers a “unique three in one solution” which reduces the number of staff
needed for the job. The machine has teeth which break up existing surface and waste is swept away into a bucket. It then cuts back any edges so when material is laid it’s got a nice flat edge to seal the surface back to.
5.  THE SPINNEY – There are some “dogs must be kept on a lead” signs, which will be posted up in The Spinney.  These have been purchased by the Chairman, and he will be reimbursed.
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6. VILLAGE HALL – The treasurer is currently preparing the end of year accounts. The electricity tariff with Octopus needs reviewing as this is very high.  There are also some roofing repairs required.  A coffee morning is coming up on 20th January.  
6.1 Title Deeds – Wilson Browne have contacted the Clerk to confirm that the voluntary registration for the title deeds needs to be undertaken by the Village Hall Charity, as they are the ones named on the conveyance documents from 1961.  The PC have agreed to pay for the legal fees that are incurred.  
7. HIGHWAYS – There are many pot holes which are particularly bad which need to be logged for attention on “Fix my Street”.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance - H Mockett will be visiting in January to undertake the tree works.
9.2 Discuss Budget Proposals 2024-25 – The budget proposals were circulated to all and the running costs discussed.  The increased budget will include the legal fees for the Village Hall land registration, match funding for the new VAS planned for Whilton Locks, election costs, and an increase in Hall hire charges.
9.3 Approve Precept for 2024-25 - R Smith proposed that a 6% increase to be added to the precept for 2023/24, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour. This would mean an increase of around 61p per month per household. Therefore, Whilton Parish Council do precept upon West Northants Council the total sum of £17,186 for 2024/25.  This will be payable in two instalments, April and September 2024.
9.4 Whilton Locks - Notice Board – The noticeboard at the Locks is not suitable and other options and alternative locations are to be looked into.  B Lewis will bring some ideas to the meeting in March.
9.5 Red Telephone Box – There was recently a problem with the door to the telephone box where the wood had expanded by the handle, meaning this could not close properly.  This section will be attended to and repainted once the weather improves.
9.6 Replacement Fingerpost Road Sign – Top of Village – This sign is badly weather worn and the wording has faded.  A Gilbert will contact the handyman and see his thoughts. 
9.7 Clerk’s Appraisal 2023-24 – Following the recent appraisal, the Clerk was awarded a single scale point rise which was backdated to April 2023.  Approved by all.
9.8 Hard copies of Whilton News for those who cannot use IT – There are a few residents who would like to receive a hard copy of the newsletter and bulletins.  B Lewis has kindly volunteered to print 6 copies and J Melling will deliver.  Printer ink will be paid for by the PC.
9.9  A ‘Greeter’ for newcomers to the village – It was suggested that a welcome information pack is placed in the telephone box to assist any new residents to the parish. 
9.10 Refurbishment work to the seat on the green and the Woolton sign – There are several maintenance jobs that are required around the village. A Gilbert will discuss the works with the handyman.
9.11 Replacement of the demolished Whilton Locks Gateway – B Lewis has recovered the flattened gateway.  This is all still reusable, apart from the small gate, which will need to be replaced.  B Lewis will in the first instance report on Fix my Street to give Highways a chance to replace. If not, then B Lewis will rebuild and replace the small gate, at an estimated cost of £135.55 plus VAT.
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9.12 Application to the NSRA for the purchase and Install a Second Solar Powered VAS opposite Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton Locks – B Lewis would like to apply for another solar powered VAS under the grant scheme, for which a quote of £2,300 for the VAS and £600 for the post installation has been received.  50% of the funding would need to be provided by the PC.  


9.13 Invitation to the WPC to join the Community Speed Watch 2024 – B Lewis will confirm that the PC will take part in 2024 if enough volunteers come forward to assist.
9.14 Parking Enforcement Application at Whilton Locks for lorries unloading on the grass verges – The application form has been sent to Highways for consideration.
9.15 Discussion of possible Traffic Calming solutions through Whilton Locks following data collected from the VAS devices at Whilton Locks – As discussed in 9.12
10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by all: 

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from November & December 2023

10.2 Accounts paid (November – December 2023):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary November 23
£   451.32 
LGA 1972 s112

               
 

Clerk’s Expenses November 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary December 23 
£   352.34
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses December 23
£     18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Village Hall 

Hall Hire – November 23

£     15.00
LGA 1972 s133

Online 
Mr R Smith 

Newsletter – E-Mails (Annual)
£     71.86
LGA 1972 s111

Online 
Mr R Smith 

Website Charge (Annual)

£   143.86
LGA 1972 s111

10.3 Payments Received (November - December 2023)



Nat West 

Interest (Nov/Dec)


£     34.29 



WNC


Litter Picking Grant 2023

£   208.00


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/12/2023): 
Current Account 

£   2,159.90
Reserve Account 

£ 16,047.95

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 13th March 2024 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 9pm 
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